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At tiae request of MNr. willias L. Grommet, the 2oard's
cxemption Officer, We nave coasidared the availability of tae
cavrei, walfare, and college exemptions for property taxation
to the several caurch gropertiaes, including the Churchki's Center
for adiblicai Studics wnich is the subject of this lattaer.

As we understaad that you are familiar with the
S0ara's Assessors' EBandbook Ad 262, Church Zxemption, we have
A0t excarpted and quoted relevant portions of the handbook
harein. Suffice it to say taat the 3Soard has recogalzed in
A 262 that whers the primary usa of Dulldings, land aad
equisment is for religious worsaip, the church examption will
atill be available to & church if incidental and/or reascnadbly
accegsary uses arc made of the buildings, land and equipment
2y tae ciurch on a non~intarfering basis, and that incidental,
acn-interferiny uses must ba supportive of primary religicus
woraaip use, usually involve only presant or prospective
mexusrs of ths congregation, and include religious instructional
saessionsa, caoir practice sessions, church administration, church
pusiness aesetings, and most activities of auxilliary organi-
sations accountable to the local church authority.

faus, assuming taat the primary use of the Chuxch's
buildings, land and asquipment i3 for religiocus worshkip, tae
caurca examption is provably available for that portica of its
Canter for 3iblical Studies, a multipurpose building used for
offices, coafarence/class roams, and a library, usad exclusivaly
. w»¥ toe Churcd. '
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wWith respact to the usa of the Center for Biblical
Studius by other organizations, wnere the primaxry use of
buildings, land and equipment is for rueligious worship, the
8card hes recognized further in AH 262 that the church exemption
willi be available if the bulildings, land and eqguipmant ara used
oy nonprofit, caaritable, local civic groups for randoms mestiags
oa a not-to-intarforse basias. It has aot gone so far as to
coasider ocagoing uses of church buildings, land and equipment
by othar orgyanizations and/or uses of suca property for college
purposes oy other organizations to be within the purview of tae
Sturch exemption, however. HRather, the welfare exemption ox
the collegs exempticn, 23 the cass may de, is the applicasle
gxamption in such instances.

Againast this background then, we consider the uses of
tha Ceatsr for Siblical Stuiies by the sevaral eother raligious
organizations, Center for Siblical Studies, Inc., Fresao Facific
Collega, and ssnuonite Sretarmm Biblical Saminary.

Accordi:g to your August 17, 1981, letter to
- of the 3tanislaus County Assessor's Office, the Ceater for
Bibiical Studies, lac. is a nonprofit corporation whogse purpose
i3 to raise funds which ara used to send deserving studeats
turough a college and seminary educational experlence in prep-
aracioa for full-time Christian service. The Canter malntains
no office in tha building but does receive mall and donated
funds there.

In raceiving mail and funds at the building oa an
ongoing basis, the Canter is usiang a portion of the building,
otc., imdirectly, if aot dirsctly. Thus, the welfars exemption
is the applicable examption, and both tha Church and the Centar
sust aeet the reyuirsmenta therefor for that portion of the
building, atc., used by the Centar to be axampt. '

Also accordiang to said August 17, 1381, lettar, Frasanc
Pacific College and Mannonits Brethran Biblical Seminary merely
Provide accreditation and give college or seminary <redits to
appropriate students taking standard Bibls and Bibla-related
coursas taught by the Church's staff primarily for its mexbars.

The further presence of Presnc Pacific College and
meanonita Braturon 3iblical Seminary in this activity is
avidanced, however, by the following:

1. 5tudsnts taking the courses apparently know ia
advance thereof that Presno Pacific Collags aud
Mennonite SBretarsn B8iblical Seminary will provide
sucn accreditation and creditas. :



4. The underyraduatrs program ia the Centsr for
Biblical Studies i3 an extanded campus of the
frasao Facific Collaege (Sign oa duildiag anc -
Churcn literature).

3. 7The graduate scaocl program therein is an
extantion of tiae Msanocnite Bretarsa 2iblical
Seminary (Sign on buildiag and Church literatura).

4. A feg of $27 per unit is charged, oae-taird or
$9 of whalch i3 forwarded to Fresano Pacific Cellege
or JAennonits Brstarens 3iblical Seminary, a3 tae
casa maj be.

accordingly, because of their involvement ia tais
activity, Freano Facific Collegs and Meanonite Brathran Biblical
Sendaary are using a portion of the buildiag, aete., indirectly,
if not dirsctly. Thus, tie cocllege exempticn i3 the applicabis
exawption, and both Prasnc Pacific u.:].}.eqa and Meanonite
draetiiren 3iblical Seminary, as well as the Church or the Canter
for sitlical studies, Inc., as the case may bs, must mwet tiaa
raquirewents thersfor for that portion of the building, sto.,
used oy Fresno Pacific College and Nennonite Brotaren Biblical
Sapiaary to pe exempt. Tha welfars exemption i3 not available
sgcause of the prohibition against comstruing it to enlarge the
college aexemption (Rev. & Tax. Coda, § 214).

Very truly yours,

Jamea &, McManigal, Jr.
Tax Counsel
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